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Grateful Dead in that city 's
Haight Ashbury neighborhood.
The two talked in the studio of
Garcia's good friend and fre-
quent musical partner, David
Gnisman.

**Grisman’s studio was a ref-
uge for Jerry Garcia,”” Rodgers
says. "'It's where he got away
from the craziness. There, he
was 50 warm, almost childlike in
his love for the music."’

And they can hear his acoustic
guitar and folk music voice, t0o.

Rodgers was part of the San
Francisco scene, too, recording
and performing in the band
Heavy Wood with his brother,
Andy.

Since moving to Fayetteville
in 2003 when hus wife, Cecilia
Van Hollen, accepted a job
teaching anthropology at Syra-
cuse University, Rodgers has
concentrated on writing and edu-
cating.

Now he’s ready to share his
Mmusic.

“‘Right now I'm feeling ener-
gized by getting up there and
playing. | want to write more,
meet more people, work on re-
cording projects,”” Rodgers says.

Dhck Ward, organizer of the
Central New York Guitar
League, is glad to give him that
chance.

They met when the Guitar
League was presenting John
Knowles, who stayed at Ward’s
Elbridge home. Rodgers wanted
to interview Knowles for Guitar
Teacher magazine.

Ward invited Rodgers over
and listened to the interview.,
Rodgers’ well-spoken manner
and obvious enthusiasm for his
subjects earned him a spot on
Ward's list of future guest per-
formers.

“*He has all the credentials in
the world,”” Ward says. “'] know
the guys and girls will be inter-
ested in some of the anecdotes
from his career. We also want to
hear him play. That’s where we
learn and get our msp:ranm to
practice hard.”’

Mark Bialczak can De reached at
mbialczak@syracuse com or 470-2175.
His blog “‘Listen Up:' is at b
www . syracuse com/blogs/fistenup.

GUITARIST Jeffrey Pepper
Rodgers performs at 7 p.m.
Monday at the monthly meet-
ing of the Central New York
Guitar League.
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